The British Social Hygiene Council was the central agency for propaganda against the venereal diseases until 1942. In that year certain of its functions were taken over by the Central Council for Health Education under the direction of the Ministry of Health. A number of individuals representing various non-governmental organizations felt that there were certain ways and means outside the scope of the C.C.H.E.'s terms of reference by which venereal diseases could be actively combated.
In April, 1951, a meeting under the chairmanship of Sir Allen Daley was held at B.M.A. House; it was agreed that a new organization should be formed, with the following aims and objects:
(1) To study conditions that favour venereal infections and methods of combating them.
(2) To assist bodies whose activities are anti-venereal in effect.
(3) To particularly in relation to the exchange of information between clinics. A form of contact slip was evolved which could be bound in book form with a counterfoil to facilitate "follow up" by the Medical Officer or social worker. The hospital of origin would complete the front of the form indicating the patient's number and diagnosis (employing the Ministry of Health code) while the hospital or clinic where the contact attended (if different from the hospital of origin) would complete the reverse side of the slip and return it. After a number of modifications had been agreed, this contact slip was approved by the Ministry of Health and by the M.S.S.V.D.:
Information concerning this contact slip has already been sent to Regional Administration Officers and a specimen copy will also be sent to members of the M.S.S.V.D. Bound books of this contact slip (50 per book) are being printed and will be available from Messrs. Shaw and Sons, 7, 8, and 9 Fetter Lane, London, E.C.4.
(C) Prostitutiotn.-Mr. E. Kelsey, a legal adviser to the L.C.C. who had been co-opted to the committee, submitted a memorandum " The Law as to Venereal Disease, Prostitution, and Kindred Offences ". In the part of his document dealing with the legal aspect of brothels he pointed out the difficulties of taking legal action when it is known that a particular house is a source of multiple infections.
After correspondence with the Chief Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police it was learned that it was not at present possible for a police representative to discuss the problems of prostitution.
A report on the existing statutory enactments and regulations dealing with soliciting was submitted by Miss Chave Collisson of the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene.
The committee was also informed by Mrs. E. French of the British Social Biology Council of an important publication on prostitution which was pending, and she talked on this subject when she represented the Federation at a meeting of the U.I.P.V.
It was felt that further information on the problems of prostitution might be obtained in some city other than London, and the city of Cardiff was suggested.
(D) U.l.P. V.-The U.I.P.V., under the chairmanship of Dr. Hermans, was attempting to raise money to set up an office in Rotterdam (possibly at the Rotterdam Port Demonstration Centre), or in Geneva in close proximity to the World Health Organization. It was agreed that the B.F.V.D. would attempt to help in this matter and that letters should be sent to nine drug firms and a personal approach made to the Shipping Federation. No offers of financial support were however forthcoming. The Shipping Federation replied that they were already represented internationally on the joint committee of W.H.O. and the International Labour Office formed in 1949 with offices in Geneva. In April, 1953 After a report from Mr. King and Col. Harrison (the Federation's representatives to the U.I.P.V.), it was agreed that the present functioning of the Union was not entirely satisfactory and should be kept under review. The Federation decided to subscribe to the U.I.P.V. for a further year. Future policy was discussed.
The newly-constituted Executive Committee has met three times since the Annual General Meeting and the following is a summary of work at present in hand:
(a) Action is being taken to form a liaison with the Commonwealth and British Colonies in the campaign against V.D., in particular to seek co-operation with official and voluntary organizations including the appropriate directors of Medical Services, giving information about the B.F.V.D. and offering all possible assistance. The generous gift of a legacy of £100 was left to the Federation in the will of the late Miss Bertha Walkden.
The present constitution of the Executive Committee is as follows:
Chairman: Dr. J. A. Scott
